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SURGICAL WAITING LIST - ESPERANCE 

690. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Health:   
In his role as Minister for Health in a setting of ever-increasing metropolitan public surgical waiting lists, as well 
as waiting lists to get on the waiting list, I ask - 

(1) Why has the minister allowed cancellation of the visiting orthopaedic surgeon surgical list in my 
hometown of Esperance for the remainder of 2007? 

(2) Is he aware that the reason for cancellation is funding and that this is false economy?   

(3) If the reason for this is, in fact, to do with the budget, is he aware that the cost of treatment at another 
site is more expensive and loads up further an already overloaded public hospital system?   

(4) Does the minister realise that the 13 or so operations that will not be done will have to go on a public 
waiting list in Perth with no prospect of being performed in the next two years?   

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(4) I sense for the first time the beginning of a strategy - a historic moment!  The member is not very good 

at it, but I will give him that much; however, today I sense it.  Perhaps it is purely accidental. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I congratulate members opposite for getting it together.   

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  It would be really good if you just answered the question.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will be. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected   

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  I am sure the member for Cottesloe did not mean to refer to people as 
corrupt and I direct him to withdraw his comment. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  My comment was about corruption of the Labor Party and I withdraw that. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  To correct the member for Roe, one of the success stories of our state public health system 
in the time that the Labor government has been in power has been the way in which we have slashed elective 
surgery waiting lists and elective surgery waiting times.  Under the former Liberal government in July 1999, 
there were more than 21 000 people on the waiting list for elective surgery, waiting on average five months for 
surgery. 
Dr G.G. Jacobs:  I have been in this place two and a half years and I want to know how you - 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member may not want to hear this but let me repeat what I said.  When the opposition 
was in government more than 21 000 people in Western Australia were on the elective surgery waiting list.  In 
addition to that, they waited, on average, five months for their surgery.  Does the member know what the figure 
is today?  We have slashed it to 12 500. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  How did you do that? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Let me tell the member about that as well.  All will be revealed. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Although the opposition seems to have developed a strategy, it appears to have chosen the 
wrong subject matter on which to launch its attack.  However, I must say it is a good effort all the same. 
Dr G.G. Jacobs:  How condescending is that? 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  If the member will let me go back and have a run at it without interruption, I will tell him 
the full story. 
When the Liberal Party was last in power more than 21 000 people were waiting, on average, for more than five 
months - those were the figures in 1999.  Today, 12 500 people are on the waiting list - we have almost halved 
the waiting list - and the amount of time that people wait for their surgery is, on average, three months.  In fact, it 
is less than three months.  The figure I saw last week was 80 days.  People are waiting less than three months, 
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compared with a five-month wait under the former Liberal government.  This government has almost halved the 
waiting list and it has almost halved the time that people wait. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr K.D. Hames:  Minister, what about the waiting list to get on the waiting list? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member for Dawesville knows this to be the truth because he has been the person 
who has followed up this figure each year and the comment was made, I think by the member for Murdoch in 
whose electorate we are proposing to build a magnificent new hospital.  I am sure the member for Murdoch is 
100 per cent supportive of that hospital, unlike some of his colleagues here.   

One of the problems that we had to come to grips with as part of the elective surgery issue was the amount of 
time people spent waiting for a specialist appointment in order for their need for surgery to be assessed.  We 
turned our mind to that problem and we addressed it.  I think the first figure I gave to the member for Dawesville 
three years ago - he might be able to correct me on the detail because I was not expecting a question on this 
today - indicated that there were something in the order of 34 000 people waiting for a surgical appointment with 
a specialist in a public hospital.  The most recent figure that has - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Tell the truth! 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The Leader of the Opposition sounds a little bit desperate.  He can hear the hot breath of 
his deputy breathing down his neck.  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition will be as loyal to his current leader 
as he was to the member for Kalgoorlie!   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Do you want me to repeat my question?  Why don’t you tell us the truth?  We know you are 
running the show!  We know your five o’clock pin-up boy sits alongside you. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members, when interjections get to that level, question time does not proceed.  I ask the 
minister to continue. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  If members opposite would stop interjecting I would be able to answer the question. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why don’t you answer it truthfully for a change? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The Leader of the Opposition is a nasty individual.  People say, “Oh, he’s not a bad 
bloke.”  However, they do not really see the real side that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition sees and that is 
why he is proposing to knife his leader over summer.  The Leader of the Opposition knows that.  Everyone in 
this chamber knows that is going to occur.  Is that why the Leader of the Opposition is in a cold sweat at the 
moment?   

I will return to the question from the member for Roe.  Three years ago this government started out with 34 000 
people waiting for an appointment to see a specialist to determine whether they needed surgery for their 
condition.  The most recent and comparable figure to that 34 000 is now down to about 13 000 or 14 000 people.  
We have slashed enormously, to almost one-third, the number of people who are waiting to see a specialist about 
a surgical appointment. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  You slash with a knife.  You did it with a pen and rubber. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  No.  We have dedicated our energies and we have allocated a senior doctor in the 
Department of Health to oversee the whole outpatient appointment system and I said, “Put more resources where 
people are waiting too long for their appointments.”  Therefore, in each area - the waiting time; the number of 
people on the waiting list; and the wait for an outpatient appointment - the numbers are heading south in a very 
dramatic way.  That is one of the success stories that members opposite may not want to acknowledge.   

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  Why would you exacerbate that by cancelling regional health clinics so that people have to go 
to Perth? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  If the member for Roe were serious about wanting an answer to that question, he would 
have given me some notice of it.  I will ascertain the answer to his question about an orthopaedic surgeon in 
Esperance this afternoon and when I have the answer I will pass the information to him.   

The SPEAKER:  Member for Roe, please take a seat.  I am not going to take a supplementary question because 
we have been going for three-quarters of an hour.  The member for Albany. 
 


